
greater ways. 
 As Joann and I have chosen to 

look at our own hurts and also 

how we have hurt others, our 

communication with each other 

has become more open.  We 

have more safety between us 

and desire that this continues to 

develop.  We don’t have places 

that we need to keep hidden 

from each other and that is 

freeing.  We are thankful that 

Jesus has not been remodeling 

everything at one time, but 

works in us little 

by little.  We 

don’t have to 

“try hard” to 

reach perfection, 

but daily desire 

to work on 

those issues He 

brings to the 

forefront.  We 

daily experience 

His grace as we 

are often slow to 

agree with Him about ourselves 

and the things He shows us 

about our hearts.  He is so pa-

tient in our remodel process.  

We are thankful for His ability 

to heal and restore. “He heals 

the brokenhearted and ban-

dages their wounds.” Ps. 147:3 

(NLT) 
 If you are in the middle of the 

remodel process and see re-

peated things in your life that 

you wish were gone, take heart.  

Enjoy the comfort and under-

standing from the Good Shep-

herd Who accepts you right 

where you are, and Who de-

sires to walk with you in the 

journey. 

M 
arch 2010 was an ex-
citing month for us.  

The Lord answered a 

very specific prayer about  the 

provision of a suitable house out 

of which we could do our coun-

seling.  We  prayed for one with 

a separate entrance for counsel-

ing as well as the possibility of 

putting in a restroom for the 

counselees.  The house was 

liveable as it was upon purchase, 

but smelled of intense smoke 

and needed quite a bit of work.   
 We eagerly tore into a re-

model process thinking we 

could be done in about 6 weeks,  

The process was bigger than 

expected—running into many 

unexpected obstacles.  For ex-

ample, we decided to make all 

the doors in the kitchen the 

same height.  This led to remov-

ing all the lathe and plaster on 

the wall.  This revealed that 

there was little insulation in the 

ceiling in the east wing.  This 

delayed the process as we de-
cided to fix it right while we had 

it open.  This type of thing hap-

pened quite a bit causing our 6 

wk. process to turn into about 

12 or more weeks. 
 Many of you are familiar with 

the process of remodeling older 

houses...where/when do you 

start and where do you stop??  

Our own personal journeys are 

often quite similar.  The homes 

of our hearts are broken and 

wounded.  How/when/where do 

we start to have them mended?  

We dread the process, we don’t 

want the mess; we don’t have 

time to focus on working on 

something that is already live-

able.  It is often easier to “limp” 
along with the imperfections 

that have become familiar and 

normal to us.  We choose to 

live out of a portion of the 

heart, rather than out of the 

WHOLE heart that 

Jesus gave us. 
 When our  eyes 

are enlightened that 

there is something 

better for the fu-

ture, we are often 

more motivated to 

endure the mess 

that will be revealed 

in the process.  

That’s why we 

choose to remodel.  

True, we don’t know what is 

“behind the walls”, we don’t 

know the obstacles we’ll run 

into, but we choose to step out 

in faith that there will be im-

provement in the end. 
 The good news is that Jesus 

came not only to save the sin-

ner, but to heal the broken-

hearted.  He invites us to take 

that journey with Him.  He 

takes us one step at a time, 

never forcing, but only inviting 

us to “yoke in” with Him 

through the sometimes grueling 

process of understanding our 

own hearts.  By taking this jour-

ney, we are able to experience 

His sufficient grace in new and 
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 Check out several an-

nouncements about HOPE 

Ministries on p. 2 

 

 An extension on registra-

tion for the Follow-Up 

Retreat p. 2 

 

 Enjoy a poem and testi-

mony of some clients p. 

2,3 

 

 Board member, Arlen Mast 

talks about vacations p.4 

 

 HOPE Ministries now 

accepts credit cards p.4 

Mission Statement: 

HOPE Ministries 

seeks to help indi-

viduals explore pat-

terns  that may have 

developed over their 

lifetime and provide 

opportunities to allow 

Jesus to bring healing 

and HOPE to their 

lives in fresh ways.   

CONTACT  
INFORMATION 

 
Phone: 

620-259-9390 
 

Email: 
hope4yourheart@gmail.com 

 

Website: 
nislysHOPEministries.com 

 

Address: 
HOPE Ministries 

Box 103 
Partridge, KS 67566 

“Once you were like 

sheep who wandered 

away.  But now you 

have turned to your 

Shepherd, the 

Guardian of your 

souls.” I Pet. 2:25 

(NLT) 



 

CREATED TO PRAISE– by a client 

Changes at HOPE Ministries 

Page 2 HOPE Ministries Highlights 

Throughout this life's journey and forevermore, 

I've been created to PRAISE, Christ Jesus, my Lord! 

 

  Though life is not easy,  it's not about me!  

 Who deserves PRAISE and GLORY?  Only JESUS, my 

  King! 

 

 For He's the Great Shepherd, my Savior, and Friend, 

The Alpha, Omega, Beginning and End. 
   

 When He gave His life, it was all He could give, 

 Making it possible for others to LIVE!! 
  

LIVE in HIS FREEDOM, experience JOY evermore, 

His praises I'll sing,  He's the One I adore! 
 

 Jesus' PEACE and ASSURANCE no one can ignore, 

 How could this heart long  for anything more? 
  

For many need HOPE, a real reason to live,  

Jesus SHINES through me as I walk close to Him! 
 

 Being "Jesus in skin" to a world filled with need, 

 He has called me to be His own hands and His feet! 
 

Jesus fills me with JOY as He walks by my side, 

And gives me HIS LOVE which can't be denied! 
  

  And, when through life's sorrows, I'm unable to stand 

 Jesus scoops me up close with His gentle, pierced 

  hands...... 
 

He loves me so dearly, much more than I know, 

Now, I can love others through His great overflow! 
 

 For I'm here to serve my Savior and King, 

 Who's made all things right; My life's offering, I'll 

  bring........ 
  

To love Him forever,  He deserves only my ALL, 

Until my last breath, upon my Savior, I'll call...... 
  

 I'll sing praises to Him, "'Til GLORY doth SHINE, 

 Moment by Moment, Oh Lord, Thou Art Mine"!! 

Have you been through HOPE Ministries and had 

hoped you could be a part of this Fall’s Annual Follow 

Up Retreat?  We have an extension on the 

deadline until Aug. 18, 2013.  If you are still inter-

ested in attending the Follow Up Retreat, please con-

tact us shortly.  At this point we have room for quite 

a few more.  So don’t be afraid to call and check 

about availability!   

 
Cross Wind Conference Center 

 Hesston, KS 

October 4-6, 2013 

$275/couple or room of 2 or $200/single 

$50 nonrefundable due upon registration 

 

For Registration: 

Please call Gina Miller @ 620-200-2141 

Or email hope4yourheart@gmail.com 

 

TOPICS 

Friday eve. – Caring For My Own Heart 

Saturday a.m. – Understanding Grace vs. Performance 

          - Dealing With Enslavements 

Saturday p.m. – Moving Toward Forgiveness 

Saturday eve. – Testimonies 

Sunday a.m. – Fighting The Battle 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

HOPE Ministries is not planning to 

host a seminar in 2014.  Plans are 

being made for a 2015 seminar. 

FOLLOW UP RETREAT 

Edna will be available to receive and return phone calls on Mon-

days 10:00-3:30 and Wednesdays, 10:00-12:00.  If you want to talk 

with a live person, these would be the times to call.   

 
Our waiting list is at least 15 months.  There are always possibili-

ties for cancellation, but we do suggest that if you know you want 

to come through sometime or if you are wanting premarital coun-

seling, that you put your name on the list as soon as you are inter-

ested.  One can always change his mind later. 

A Note From the Treasurer 

Many of you support HOPE Ministries through prayer, acts of 

service, and donations and we thank you!  As treasurer it ’ s a 

blessing when the funds are there each month to pay the bills 

in a timely manner.  We want to let you know that a part-time 

secretary has been hired and she ’ s doing an excellent job!  

This does mean the monthly salaries for HOPE Ministries will 

be increased, plus there are additional expenses which come 

as the ministry enlarges.  May God bless you as you give 

where and when He leads.  

    -Julian Nisly-treasurer 

WELCOME TO EDNA BEACHY 

HOPE Ministries Secretary 



    ...I was sitting in the grass playing 

with my kittens.  I had a 'border' in 

my mind for them, a presumed 

fence.  Each time they would go be-

yond this 'border', I'd swat them 

back inside & scold the offender... 

 This memory came to me dur-

ing one of my sessions with Joann.  

I shared this with her, she thought 

a moment and then asked, "Is that 

what you have been doing to the 

little girl?" 
 This is when I truly understood 

the little girl concept.  The little 

girl is my heart. 
 My little girl grew up in a home 

with a controlling dad.  His accu-

sations would stick like darts in 

her heart.  Being misused by her 

brothers made her feel fat and 

ugly.  Because her home was 

work-oriented, she understood 

her value to be in performing.  

She naturally wanted to sing and 

was eager to talk, but this 

was not appreciated so 

she locked it inside.  She 

did not grow up with 

many friends, and often 

felt lonely and misunder-

stood.  She felt insecure 

and wondered, "Who am 

I?"  Dad was too busy 

and not available to help her 

in making decisions - she felt un-

cherished and alone.  Her parents 

were disconnected bringing inse-

curity and an inaccurate picture of 

marriage.  And what did I do to 

this little girl?  I stuck her away in 

my heart, swatting her inside 

when she ventured out. 
 At HOPE Ministries Joann sat 

with me and took me to Jesus.  

We asked Jesus about the little 

girl's value: 
 ...When this little girl was born, 

Jesus smiled. He said, "I love this 

little girl because she was made in 

My image."  "I will not reject her; 

she has value to me."  Jesus showed 

her a picture of her heart: it was all 

shriveled up and dried out with lots 

of wrinkles.  He asked to 

care for her heart, to reach 

out to touch her heart 

and heal it.  When she 

gave Him permission, 

He transformed her 

heart into a bright pink 

Gerbera Daisy!  (After 

this session I had an en-

couraging text message with 

a picture of the exact Gerbera 

Daisy Jesus showed me!)  Jesus told 

her that her heart is worth more 

than all the flowers in the world!! 

(Flowers mean a lot to me.)  Jesus 

knew where the missing piece of 

her heart was - He held it out to 

her.  She wanted to touch it, but she 

didn't think she deserved it.  

He gave it to her anyway.  

(This was a picture of Him 

extending His love - I don't 

deserve it, but it’s for 

me!!)  The ground in her 

life that was returned to 

Jesus became an entire 

field of Gerbera Daisies!!! 

Jesus washed her clean of her 

moral failure like a fountain - un-

plugging the valves and spewing out 

the dirt.  Jesus showed her  a pic-

ture of her critical, condemning 

heart:  She was throwing darts at 

people and they would walk away.  

Jesus asked her for her darts.  

When she gave them to Him, He 

broke them and tossed them away.  

Now she gives people Gerbera Dai-

sies from her field!  The little girl 

believed the lie that she was fat and 

unattractive,  Jesus broke this lie like 

a shattered window.  Now when 

she looks through the new window, 

she sees her field of Gerbera Dai-

sies.  When the little girl feels 

alone, she can go sit on Jesus' lap.  

This little girl is walking and skip-

ping alongside of Jesus, 

she's talking, and giggling, 

and bubbling away... 
 I am that 

little girl.  When I 

neglect her now, 

she still gets quiet 

and likes to linger on 

the outside of a group 

or in a separate room 

from her husband.  But, if I con-

tinually take her to Jesus and we 

sit and talk, then you will see her 

smiling and talking, she will be 

hanging out with her husband, 

talking with someone on the 

phone, or singing while she's 

working. 

 “I lift up my eyes to the Hills, 

where does my help come from?  

My help comes from the LORD, the 

maker of Heaven and earth.”  

Psalm 121: 1-2 

The Little Girl and the Kittens  -Anonymous 
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“I stuck her 

(the little girl) 

away in my 

heart, swat-

ting her inside 

when she ven-

tured out.” 

Jesus told her that 

her heart is worth 

more than all the 

flowers in the 

world!!  



From a Board Member: 

Arlen & Gloria Mast 

Kendall, Tyler, and Shanae Mast 

 

   Vacation!  Vacation! Vacation!  This is the 

time of year when many folks pack up their 

families and head for the hills.  It might not 

be to the hills, but somewhere.  It’s just time 

to get away!    

 Recently, before we went on our trip, I 

began to notice a pattern of responses from 

people that heard about our plans.  Most peo-

ple, when they heard we were going on vaca-

tion expressed either jealousy or were inter-

ested and asked more questions.  For many, 

the thought of vacation is synonymous with 

happiness, fun, relaxation, (theoretically), 

and good times with friends.    

 After the death and burial of their friend 

John the Baptist, Jesus advised His disciples 

to take a break and rest a while (Mark 6:31). 

It appears as though Jesus was looking out 

for the disciples’ ability to serve produc-

tively. If we continue on with the story, we 

see that their time of leisure was short-lived.     

In 1 Samuel 30 we have the account where 

David and his 600 exhausted men returned 

from battle with the Philistines.  When they 

got to camp, they found it in ruins.  A raiding 

band of Amalekites had looted the village 

 

Our desire is that no one will be excluded from meeting with us because of finances.  All counseling is done on a donation 

basis, and this plus the gifts of God’s people, allow Nevin and Joann to be full time in this ministry.  We are grateful for all who 

have stood with us in so many ways and do trust in God's continuing provision.  As a 501(c)(3) organization, we are account-

able to our board for the finances and the operation of HOPE Ministries.  If you wish to know more details about our finances, 

please contact Julian Nisly, our treasurer, at 620-664-5304. As God leads you to think about HOPE Ministries, please pray for 

us, and if He prompts you to join in our financial support, donations can be made in several ways as stated below.   Tax de-

ductible receipts will automatically be issued for checks of $50 or more.   
 

FINANCIAL UPDATE: 

Helping Overcome with Purpose and Encouragement 

and taken their wives hostage.  The men’s first 

response was to weep until no more tears 

would come.  Then their sorrow turned to 

anger—anger directed at David.   After all, 

wasn’t it David who had led them into battle 

and left their families unprotected?  They 

reached for stones to stone him.  The pressure 

was on.  When things looked grim and 600 

men stoked their anger, David sought his God.     

“David encouraged himself in the Lord his 

God” (1Samuel 30:6). 
   We are surrounded by well-meaning people 

that want to help, but there are times that even 

that may come up short.  When no one can 

help, we have to do what David did. He turned 

toward God.   David sought the Lord’s coun-

sel in what they should do.  The Lord told him 

to pursue the raiders.  So, David took off in 

hot pursuit, though his troops were weary. 

They had just returned from another war.  

They were apprehensive about their families 

and they did not know where they were 

headed now.  As they reached the brook Be-

sor, 200 said they had gone far enough.  They 

were done.  They couldn’t go any further.     

There are people around us that have reached 

that point.  Discouragement and defeat have 

sapped their strength.  Now it is up to us to 

decide what we will do with them.  Will we 

berate them or shame them?  Will we give 

them a break, but keep track of the time? Or 

do we do what David did and let them stay?     

David and his 400 faithful ones returned to the 

trail to look for their wives and children.  With 

the help of an informer, they managed a deci-

sive victory over the raiding Amalekites.  All 

of the spoil and all of their families were re-

covered.     Now David was faced with an-

other dilemma.  The “faithful”  ones that 

helped him recover their belongings did not 

want to share the loot with the “resters”.  But 

David said, "My brethren, you shall not do so 

with what the LORD has given us, who has pre-
served us and delivered into our hand the troop 

that came against us.  For who will heed you in 

this matter? But as his part is who goes down to 
the battle, so shall his part be who stays by the 

supplies; they shall share alike." 1 Samuel 

30:23,24 (NKJV)   Notice how David dignifies 

the ones that stayed behind by mentioning 

that they were watching the supplies.  In 

reality they had been too tired to continue, 

but David validated their rest by concocting 

the excuse that they were needed as guards. 

    Also, David acknowledged that their vic-

tory was a gift from God.  Let’s not forget 

that our salvation is the same.  It is unearned 

and undeserved.  Who are we to criticize 

when someone gets tired?      

 Back to vacations.  We usually respond 

positively when we hear of someone taking 

one.  How do we respond when we hear of 

someone taking a break to refresh their rela-

tionship with their Savior?  Or, taking a week 

with just their spouse to work on their mar-

riage?  Do we encourage them or do we si-

lently wonder what’s wrong with them?       I 

don’t see the scriptures endorsing laziness, 

but I think the Church should be a place 

where Christ’s love is reflected and tired 

Christians can rest. “Come unto me, all ye that 

labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 

rest” (Matthew 11:28).   

  Are you weary?  Catch your breath.  We 

will need you later.   Are you strong?  Re-

frain from judging the tired.  There is a pretty 

good chance that you will get tired too some-

day.  

 
Arlen and Gloria have 3 children, Kendall, 6, 

Tyler, 4, and Shanae,1.  Arlen serves as a minis-

ter at Arlington Amish Mennonite Church and 

they have served on the HOPE Ministries Board 

for over 2 years. 
 

Donations can be sent to: 

HOPE Ministries 

Box 103 

Partridge, KS 67566 
 

OR 
 

Go to our website and use the donation button 

through Paypal. 
 

We also now accept credit card 
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