
Social distancing, hand sanitizer, stay-at-
home, etc.—these are all things that we 
have heard much about in the last month  
to help combat spread of the current 
virus. All of these are precautions to keep 
ourselves from catching physical sickness 
or from passing it onto others as a carrier. 
When it’s physical, we can see the dangers 
and, with wisdom, we want to keep the 
disease from spreading.

Unfortunately there are 
some other viruses out 
there that we often 
don’t see or tend to 
think are “normal.” 
Satan, who hates God, 
wants to distract God’s 
people from understanding 
and experiencing the embracing 
love of their Father. He does this in various 
ways. For me it was with the “viruses” of 
negative thinking, bitterness, anger, poor 
attitudes, and putting expectations on 
myself and others. There was little grace 
in my life. And just as the Coronavirus is so 

contagious and we are all without 
immunity, so are these other 
kinds of viruses. 

When I had so much negative thinking, it 
could quickly spread to those around me. 
My anger and bitterness has had its effects 
on others. Unfortunately, because these 
are emotional and spiritual struggles, 
they aren’t so easily seen and precautions 
often are not taken. I got so used to these 
problems being a part of me that I thought 
they were justifiable and I didn’t even call 

them by their right names. I called negative 
thinking “reality.” I justified bitterness 
and said I didn’t have it. Because it was 
a sickness of the heart, it continued to 
spread. These kinds of actions and attitudes 
can be picked up by those around us and 
“carried” to others.

What are ways to sanitize our hearts? 
What are some ways that we can 
understand the cause of these emotional 

and spiritual viruses? What if we were 
to look at the ways we have been hurt 
in the past and the resulting belief 
system the enemy formed in us about 
ourselves, God, and others. The enemy 

is all about turning our focus away 
from Jesus. Hurting people will hurt 

people. Just as a physical virus passes so 
quickly from one to another, so do these 
other ugly “viruses.” 

Jesus came to heal our broken hearts and 
would long to have our permission to put 
His healing salve on the wounds of our 
hearts. He not only came to save us from 
our sins, but to heal our hearts from the 
hurts/shame passed onto us. If we ignore 
these hurts, He will not force us to look at 
the things we don’t want to see. Whatever 
stays hidden, the enemy uses to create 
more “viruses” within us. Hiddenness gives 
the enemy grip into our lives and makes us 
carriers of hurt to others just like we can 
unknowingly carry a physical 
virus to others. “…For whatever 
is in your heart determines what 
you say.” Matt. 12:34b NLT 
Continued on page 2
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healing and hope to their 
lives in fresh ways. 
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Please Note: 
NEw OffiCE HOURS 

tuesday & Friday  
9:00am—1:00pm

negative thinking

bitterness
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ger



10 Men
7 new Cases
3 Follow-up Cases

11 Ladies
6 new Cases
5 Follow-up Cases

10 Couples
3 new Cases
3 Follow-up Cases
4 premarital Couples

Hope Ministries’ 
Activities

January–– marCh 2020

24 Follow-Up  
Phone CallsCelebrating 10 years of ministry

at hope ministries in partridge, Ks

POSTPONED:
Visit kansasHOPEministries.com for updates 

it is with joy that we welcome  
michael & Jolene hershberger  
and Wayne & Kimberly yutzy  

to the hope ministries’ Board.  
We are grateful for their 

willingness to serve in this way 
and look forward to working  

with them.

As we allow our hearts to express the 
hurts from the past and bring them 
to Jesus for healing, we can then 
forgive from the heart those people 
who knowingly and unknowingly 
passed those hurts onto us. We will 
see that Jesus is caring, gentle, and 
tender and that His love is drawing. 
We will understand that we are not 
alone, but that He is a Father full of 
lovingkindness and grace and the 
one who changes us. 

As we understand more about who 
He really is, our focus shifts to Him 
and His power. This allows us to 
move forward into the future in the 
power of Jesus rather than remain 
under the power of the “virus.” 

proverbs 3:5 says, “Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart; do not depend on 
your own understanding.” 

As we move on from here, let’s be 
aware of potential “viruses” and use 
the wisdom that God so liberally 
pours out to us. “Let the peace  
of Christ (the inner calm of one who  
walks daily with Him) be the controlling 
factor in your hearts (deciding and 
settling questions that arise). To this 
peace indeed you were called as members 
in one body (of believers). And be thankful 
(to God always). Let the (spoken) word  
of Christ have its home within you 
(dwelling in your heart and mind—
permeating every aspect of your being)…” 
Col. 3:15-16a AMp
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Michael & Jolene 
Hershberger

Wayne &  
Kimberly Yutzy

Have You Caught a Virus? 
Continued From page 1

Open House

HeALING 
For THe HUrTING

HeArT

Verdon, Nebraska  

haven of hope Church 

Date to Be Decided
saturday & sunday 
10:00am — 4:30pm

Upcoming Seminars

To RSVP
Call or email al garber: 

(660) 723-1014 or 
altongarber@gmail.com

hope ministries presents:

seminars are tentatively scheduled.  
Visit kansashopeministries.com  

for the latest information.

Hutchinson, Kansas 
pleasant View activity Center

October 2–3, 2020
Friday evening & saturday 

WeLCOMe TO 



director’s note: 

i was providentially given the opportunity  
to read this book. We did a bulk order to have 

available for those interested. Feel free to contact 
the ministry if you would like a copy.

God made me to have a beautiful smile, to be relational, 
unafraid, and “outside the box.” The enemy had other 
plans. He used my dad—intellectually brilliant, angry, bitter, 
critical, controlling. I didn’t know what to do with all the 
hurt, having no power or voice, unaware that this wasn’t 
normal. By the time I was 13 I hated my dad for the way he 
treated us kids, but even more for the way he treated my 
mom. I remember thinking, “I know it’s wrong to hate my 
dad—but I can’t forgive him. I don’t know how.”

I was driven to excel, especially in school. But during college, 
all that bitterness, hurt, unforgiveness and fear of not being 
perfect spiraled out of control. I developed an eating disorder, 
became depressed, and my health declined. That’s when I 
first realized, “something is wrong, I need help.” I began to 
recognize that I thought God was like my dad.

My life fell apart further when I had an emotional breakdown 
and was almost fired from my first nursing job. But during 
that time, the Lord led me to a Christian Spanish language 
school in Mexico. I dared to go—and it was there I grew to 
love the Hispanic people.

I returned to the US thinking I would go back soon as 
a missionary. Instead, my life sank to a new low. I was 
desperately seeking God, but I couldn’t seem to find Him 
anywhere. I was at the point of despair when the Lord 
brought some key people into my life. people who cared  
about me, who didn’t tell me to read the Bible more and  
pull myself together. 

In that environment of trust, I began to work through the 
things that were holding me back, hurting my heart, making 
me deeply afraid and insecure. I began to forgive and found 
a freedom I had never experienced before. people began to 
tell me what a beautiful smile I had. I soon had my “checklist 
to forgiveness and freedom in Jesus” and felt I had found the 
answers I needed. 

Then the Lord led me to Ecuador. Some really difficult stuff 
happened there—and for some reason, my “checklist” wasn’t 
working anymore. God was silent. What was I doing wrong?

As the silence stretched into months, my trust in God slowly 
shattered. I never doubted my salvation, but I no longer 
believed I could trust Him. I came home broken. My smile felt 
fake and empty.

Setting a Smile Free
single lady’s testimony
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Exploring the Spirit of Adoption:  
Healing the Heart of the Fatherless 
by Dennis L. Nice

i found this to be an excellent 
book to understand many of the 
deep longings of our hearts. it 
is very readable and practical. 
it assists us in processing our 
desire for a sense of belonging 
as the sons and daughters of our 
heavenly Father by explaining  
the scripture “not receiving the 
spirit of adoption unto fear, but 
the spirit of adoption whereby we 
cry ‘Abba, Father’” (rom. 8:15). 

Brother nice also capably shows the parallel 
journey of those who have been adopted in the 
natural sense. he speaks out of rich personal 
experience, having adopted two children of his own 
in addition to pastoring a church with a culture of 
adoption. this gives credibility as he highlights the 
challenges, heartaches, and joys of adopting. 

i would strongly recommend this not only for 
those who are adopted, but also to all of us who 
struggle with a sense of belonging. our vision is 
that all believers are able to (in the words of  
Jack Frost) “live in the Father’s house.”

Blessings, Nevin Nisly

over time, the Lord brought me to the point of being willing 
to go to counseling. There I began to realize that freedom 
was more about Him and His heart for me, than my own 
effort. I found that my “checklist” was my human religious 
way of trying to fix myself, but it did not necessarily reach 
or change my heart. 

As I have experienced Jesus’ unconditional love and care 
for me as a person, apart from what I do for Him, my 
trust in Him is growing stronger. Our relationship is 
going deeper, and my heart is being released from fear. 
And the transformation of my heart shows on my face - 
just the other day one of my patients told me, “You have 
such a beautiful smile!”  
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came to a point where she just did 
what would seem to me to be really 
desperate. Her idea was to just do 
what she had to do to get close 
enough to touch His garments. 

I find myself asking, “Am I so desperate now to finally do whatever it 
takes to touch His garments?” Is this the “thing” that brings people 
to the desperate need of a Savior? of the one Messiah? Here is my 
greatest fear in this whole episode: that people are just looking for 
a miracle. Any miracle. While the woman was looking for a miracle, 
she sought out the Miracle Worker. We need to be transfixed on the 
Miracle Worker and not just the miracle.

Jesus didn’t perform the miracles just to perform for the crowds, He 
performed them in order to show His power and who He truly was. 
We must search and find the Miracle Worker. When we do, it won’t 
necessarily eliminate our problems, but we can constantly be awash 
in everyday miracles. The Samaritan woman at the well was looking 
for water, just not the water she really needed. Are we looking for what 
we need today, or are we searching for the everlasting water to supply 
all of our needs? Too often I find myself asking for the simple everyday 
miracle and having my “needs” fulfilled, when Jesus is waiting for me 
to ask for the Miracle Worker to begin to work in my life every day. 

I encourage you to seek the Miracle Worker and allow Him to change 
your life into something that is more than you could ever dream of. 
This pandemic that we are facing is life-altering, but it doesn’t have 
to be life-defining. This Miracle Worker can define your life in ways 
that a pandemic could only dream of. Let’s allow our Creator to make 
us who He desires for us to be, and then we can share with others who 
this Miracle Worker truly is.

Seeking the Miracle Worker By Chris yoder

Board Members
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Because we desire that no one is hindered from coming due 
to financial pressure, we do not charge for counseling. We are 
grateful for those who have stood with us, and trust in god’s 
continuing provision through his people.

as a 501(c)(3) organization, we are accountable to our board 
for the finances and the operation of HOPE Ministries. If you 
wish to know more details about our finances, please contact 
Julian nisly, our treasurer, at 620-664-5304. 

We invite your prayers and 
financial support as the 
lord lays it on your heart. 
tax deductible receipts will 
automatically be issued for 
checks of $50 or more. 

Financial Information

Nevin & Joann Nisly Director

Arlen & Gloria Mast Chairman

Julian & Bertha Nisly Secretary/Treasurer

Gene L. Miller Board Member

Chris & Jolene Yoder Board Member

Michael & Jolene Hershberger 
Board Member

Wayne & Kimberly Yutzy 
Board Member

As I think about the events over the past several weeks, 
or even days, for that matter, I become slightly amused 
with this thought. If you would have tried to convince 
me on January 1st, 2020 that by April 1, there would 
be no sports in play at all, that my children would be 
out of school for the rest of the school year and doing 
classes at home, and that a dine-in restaurant would 
be virtually unheard of, I would have thought you 
were completely off of your rocker. Yet here we are. So, 
what do we do with this new reality and how do we 
proceed forward?

I’m convinced that this pandemic, or virus, or 
whatever you want to term it, is, or must be a 
part of God’s story. If we are truly to believe that 
we are created and that the Creator has our best 
interests in mind then this must be part of that 
story and part of our story. But that is the beauty of 
this situation. This is only part of the story. Not the 
whole story, or the beginning, or the end, but part. 
This pandemic doesn’t have to define us. It only needs 
to be part of the story of our lives, and it can be a 
story where our Creator uses each of us to be part of 
the redemption of what seems so evil and destructive.

I was struck with the story of the woman who came to 
touch the hem of Jesus’ garment. The story is found in 
Mark 5:24-34. This woman searched and found Jesus 
and then worked through the crowd to touch just 
the hem of His garment. We are at a point currently, 
where we have had our lives disrupted in ways that 
we have not had before. The woman was having her 
life constantly disrupted by her condition. She finally 

 wAyS TO DONATE
1. Visit the website 
2. Mail a check
3. Phone	the	office

Chris & Jolene yoder 
Benaiah, Jabin, Zebulon


